To conclude the present hurried sketch of the British Leprosy of the middle ages, it now only remains for me to consider, in relation to the etiology or causation of the disease, the Rank, Age, Sex, &c. of those that were attacked by it; the effects of its hereditary transmission; and the question of its propagation by contagion. In connection with this last subject, I shall attempt to bring together under one view the stringent regulations and usages that were adopted by our ancestors with a view of preventing the diffusion of the disease by means of communication between the infected and the healthy; and at the same time consider the light in which the despised lepers were regarded both by the civil and ecclesiastical law.
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Rank of the persons attacked by Leprosy. In this country the leprosy of the middle ages seems to have had its largest share of victims in the lower classes of society, 
